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CHORAL
DICTION

[ i ] [ u ]

[ ɪɪɪɪ ] [ ʌʌʌʌ ] [ ɝɝɝɝ ] [ U ]

[ ε ] [ ə ] [ ɚɚɚɚ ] [ ɔɔɔɔ ]

[ æ ] [ ɑɑɑɑ ]

Front / Tongue Vowels

i

beat   bead   beam   bees
meat – meal   wheat – wheel
deem – deal   neat – kneel

Green peas pleased Keith.

ɪɪɪɪ

is   bid   with   thin
did – dear   fit – fill

sip – sing   hip – hear
did – divine   rip – receive

Chicago is a windy city in the winter.

ε

Ed   end   bed   when
said – sell   bed – bear

head – health   red – pleasure
bill – bell   pin – pen

twin – twenty   pit – pet

Let Fred get the pen left on the desk.
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æ

add   battery   laugh   apple
sad – Sam   sag – sang

hat – hang   add – answer
ask – and   hath – happy

add   man   can   hat   Hal   stamp   plaid

Cats can’t catch colds.

Back / Lip Vowels

u

too   moon   who   shoe
move   soup   through   rule

too – tool   stoop – stool

The fool threw his shoe at the moon.

u

book   could   wood   push   foot
fearful   apple   people

He took a good look at the book.

ɔɔɔɔ

all   warn   loft   fought   fall
warm   warrior   long   restore
lords   north   small   forward

The hawk caught the ball with its claw.

a

odd   hot   watch   opposite
not   God   Psalm   confidence

car   heart   pod   park

Father was calm at the farm.
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Central / Mid Vowels

ə

afford  undone  awhile  parade  abroad
stanza   tuba   hosanna   action

above   among   company   custom

Nothing succeeds like success.

ʌʌʌʌ

such   much   truck   brother
trouble   come   drum   trumpet

The monkey’s uncle sat 
under the umbrella.

ɝɝɝɝ

earn   fur   person   heard
worry   word   world   curl

The early bird catches the worm.

ɚɚɚɚ

giver   summer   mirror   lumber
permitted   dollar   perhaps   father

зззз

service   purse   word   world
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Diphthongs

eI

aid   aim   fade   mail   late
great   savior   eight   faith   proclaim
say – sail   paid – pail   skate – scale

day – death   say – saith

Aim the flame away from the hay.

ou

whole  home  shoulder  though  sorrows
blow – blown   foe – phone
woe – won’t   boat – bowl
go – goal   show – shoal

You won’t find an oak tree
growing in the ocean.

aI

I   my   Christ   life   thing
awhile   choir   divine   almighty
hi – ha   right – rot   eyes – ahs

by – bah   slights – slots   height – hot

Ice cream and pie widen your thigh.

au

out   shout   cloudy   found
power   Thou   our   shower

catch – couch   sand – sound
ha – how   fond – found

He plowed the ground around the house.

ɔɔɔɔI

boy   coin   joy   voice
rejoice   join   choice   royal

all – oil   Saul – soil   tall – toil
ball – boil   fall – foil   call – coil

Oil it and broil it in foil.
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ju

you   use   view   Europe
beauty   future   human   music

new   review   fume   dew

The morning dew was beautiful
on Tuesday.

beet bit bait bet bat

meet mitt mate met mat

dean din dane den dan

ah awe owe

star stall stone

don dawn dote

box bought boat

car cough coat

top taught tote

lard lord load

ardor order odor

stark stork stoke

rot rut

balm bum

fond fund

shock shuck

lock luck

psalm some

Consonants

GLIDES

r

radio   reason   shred   warm
around   cherry   dear   cure

Right wrongs no man.
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w

weather   worship   will   swell
away   once   sword   toward

Waste makes want.

j

usual   yellow   youth   onion
beyond   pure   jewel

Yonder lies the canyon said the senior.

hw

Which   whistle   white   whether
Whip   wheat   whale   whom

Somewhere   nowhere   awhile

Which wheel whistles while it whirls.

Consonants

NASALS

m

meadow   mobile   tremble   humble
jumper   psalm   beam   rhythm

Meat is much; manners are more.

n

kneel   nerve   spanned   any   and
dinner   panel   lemon   woman   shone

No one knew it was nonsense.
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ɳɳɳɳ

single   bank   string   length
morning   tongue   long   hang

The King of England sang a song.

Consonants

LATERAL

l

light   loose   lost   willing   melody
truly   fault   bell   chill   towel

Red leather, yellow leather,
red leather, yellow leather.

WORD SUBSTITUTION

Problem Consonants:  r  m  n  ŋ l

Definition: Choosing a word that has the same vowel and 
beginning consonant. However, the post-vocalic intrusive 
consonant would be changed.

Word IPA Substitute Word

than _______ _______

cart _______ _______

fall _______ _______

in _______ _______

time _______ _______

world _______ _______

* “King David” Herbert Howells (Boosey & Hawkes)

Consonants

FRICATIVES
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FRICATIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ f ] [ v ]

finish voice
fatigue view
ruffle volume
effect never
tough deceive
giraffe love

FRICATIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ θ ] [ ð ]

thin this
thought that
three though

faithful worthy
nothing breathe

faith with

FRICATIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ s ] [ z ]

some zebra
scene zeal

say roses
receive easy
lesson using
juice buzz

FRICATIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ ʃʃʃʃ ] [ ʒʒʒʒ ]

shadow decision
sugar treasure

fashion usual
mission vision
caution courage
push occasion

FRICATIVES (aspirate)

UNVOICED VOICED

[ h ]

how
harm
whole
home

rehearse
ahead

Consonants

STOP-PLOSIVES
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STOP-PLOSIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ p ] [ b ]

peace busy
happy bloom
open bone
sleep rebel
shape number
drop robe

STOP-PLOSIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ t ] [ d ]

teeth door
telephone damage

butter radio
city ready
heat blood

create hold

STOP-PLOSIVES

UNVOICED VOICED

[ k ] [ g ]

cover glove
queen ghost
okay given
kick eager
book figure
traffic dig

Consonants

AFFRICATIVE

AFFRICATIVE

UNVOICED VOICED

[ t ʃʃʃʃ ] [dʒʒʒʒ]
choice gem
choose joke
kitchen gesture
watch judgment
touch village

church age


